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EDITORIAL

Vinod Shah
CEO- ICMDA

2 Samuel 6:12-16

So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obededom into the city 
of David with gladness.

And it was so, that when they that bare the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he 
sacrificed oxen and fatlings.

And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen 
ephod…..

And as the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal Saul’s daughter looked 
through a window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she 
despised him in her heart.
 
How could a dignified King dance half naked in a linen Ephod in front of all his slave girls? 
This is really a question of his identity. Who did David think he was when he was dancing? 
A great King?  A powerful slave owner?  A male model?  A great warrior?

If his primary identity was any of the above he could not have humbled himself in full 
public view.

Verse 21 gives us a clue as to what David thought was his primary identity. David tells 
Michal who was understandably upset, this: “It was before the LORD, who chose me….” 

In other words David thought of himself as the chosen one of God. When you have such 
a lofty identity, then you can humble yourself. Similarly we see in John 13:3, Jesus knew 
that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and 
was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped 
a towel around his waist….. And began to wash his disciples’ feet. Jesus humbled Himself 
because He had a great identity.

Can we realize our identities as sons and daughters of the most High God? It is only then 
will we be able to serve.
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Dr. Rick Paul reports, 

Total number of participants over 900 from.....99 countries! 
Number of people staying with host families: over 500

15th World Conference of the ICMDA 2014

Saturday, 19th July 2014 was the day for the local organizing committee: Four years of 
preparation would come to a test. At first they had monthly meetings but during the last year 
this became weekly meetings. Only in a very small country like the Netherlands, where no-
one had to travel longer than 1 hour, made it possible for a nationwide committee to do that!  
Serve, Share and Shine was the title for this 50-year ICMDA Congress:  Serve Jesus, Share 
the Gospel and let your light Shine in the darkness.  Speakers from all over the world readily 
agreed to come, to lecture and/or to give seminars. The help of the Erasmus University 
Congress bureau for logistic issues finally got things together: Venue ready, program complete 
and many host-families ready for their guests…    Let them come!

And that is what over 900 people did. They came, from 99 countries, from all continents. 
Some already three days earlier, many one day earlier….. and all found a place to stay. The 
venue, The Doelen, strategically located opposite the main railway station was buzzing 
with life:  so many people, so many languages, and so many contacts. It was great!

The first three days were especially for students and junior doctors. The overall message, 
not to dichotomize life but to make Christ Lord over all, was given in Bible readings from 
Colossians by Lindsay Brown (Fellowship of Evangelists in Universities of 
Europe - FEUER) and in the keynote talks:  “Differentiating your purpose from 
your calling” (Jan Kunene, South Africa) ‘Developing competencies - spiritually” 
(Pablo Martinez, Spain) and “Growing to full potential”(Florence Muindi, Kenya).   
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 After the break, with plenty to eat and 
plenty to discuss, students would 
either participate in one of the many 
seminars or in a parallel program.
( Psychiatry, psychotherapy and 
counseling,  PRIME, partnerships 
in Medical education).  The 
entertaining evening programs, 
worship & music, student work often 
resulted in a ‘more-than-12-hour-a-
day ‘stay, but to everyone’s joy.

At the 50 years celebration ceremony with talks by Peter Ravenscroft, Ed Heule, Daryl 
Hackland and ICMDA CEO Vinod Shah, there was a flag parade by all 64 member-
countries.  People proudly displayed their national flag while the band played the first 
lines of their national anthems. A delicious gala-dinner followed.

In the 2nd part of the Conference, 
Bible readings were led by Andrzej 
Turkanik (Quo Vadis Institute, Austria, 
preparing the new generation for 
Christian leadership). The message 
was taken from the book of Titus: We 
can’t live ‘A-historically’ but must find 
our narrative in Him. Keynote lectures 
were on “Serving Jesus as a medical 
professional” (Gisela Schneider; 

Germany) ,  “Sharing in Practice” (John Wyatt; UK), and  “Shining in Society at large 
(Issam Raad; USA),  Challenging us to our Christian action in society.

Seminars were many and varied:  “Whole person medicine”, “Prayer, personality and 
temperament”, “Marriage”, “Faith in a busy life”, “Neuroscience and Faith”, “What is a 
Christian physician”, “Leadership”, “Knowing God’s path”, “Cross-cultural Medical 
Mission”, “Integrity”, “Career choices”, “Growing a student movement”  among many other 
topics.
Every day started with a prayer session in a separate room. This “chapel room” stayed 
open all day for people who wanted to pray or who wanted counseling.  Literature was 
also available: during the whole 
conference there was a large well 
stocked bookstall and over 4000 books 
went to the 99 countries!
The conference ended with a 

very impressive 
commissioning service on 
Saturday morning, led by 
Rev. Ron van der Spoel, 



Together we participated in the Lord ’s Supper, together we sang.   
Host family members were also invited. And finally, led by the choir Adonai, the ICMDA 
song once more filled the auditorium:

      “Bring your healing to the nations
      Through our lives and through our hands
      Bring your healing to the nations, Dear Lord
      Change our lives and change our lands”.

Here are the links for photos.   

I have gotten permission to use the photo's for the websites:https://picasaweb.google.
com/106713858639786300982?feat=email OR

https://plus.google.com/photos/106713858639786300982/albums?banner=pwa

Audio recordings will be available via a link on the website (www.icmda2014.org) or on 
YouTube.   Some recordings are already placed on YouTube, but as the maximum time is 
15 minutes, the lectures are divided in several parts.
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Dr Vicky Lavy, Christian Medical Fellowship, reports,

The ICMDA World Congress is always a very special event, and this year Rotterdam was 
bigger and better than ever. 66 of us went from UK. In our group there were students 
who'd never been to such a gathering before, as well as doctors who have been part of 
ICMDA for many years - including a number of Board members past and present, and 
even two previous General secretaries. Those who were new were amazed to discover 
that they are part of such a wonderful worldwide family; addresses were exchanged and 
friendships formed across the globe. 

Those who remember ICMDA's early days marvelled at the growth that has occurred over 
50 years. At the first ever World Congress, there were 80 people - at the 15th Congress, 
there were over 800, from well over 80 countries. It is wonderful to see how God has 
brought people together over the years. 

There were many inspiring talks at the Congress and great music from around the world. 
It was fun to learn about other cultures and make friends. But for me, the most amazing 
thing was simply being together with God's worldwide family. Worshipping with brothers 
and sisters from so many tribes and nations was truly a glimpse of heaven.
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Mátyás Ujlaki, Secretary of HCMF writes,

“Thank you for all the prayers and support we’ve received from ICMDA over the years.

I would like to start the short summary of HCMF’s life by emphasizing the transformation 
that is taking place within our organization. Our new President of two years, Katalin Kiss 
MD, and other new members in the leadership have been playing important roles in these 
changes.

Across the country, there are 4-5 local groups meeting on a regular basis, including the 
group in the capital city, Budapest. 

Our annual conference will be held in October, in Szeged. The most important aspect of 
the conference is coming together. In 2013, our quarterly issue was published without 
omission, even though the publishing costs required fund raising.

We regularly face financial deficits, rejected application, unpaid membership fees. All 
these challenges, however, help us constantly bring our organization to God and not 
to trust people for help, but Him alone. We do everything we can to provide a sufficient 
administrative background, and our sole paid employee manages our organization’s 
matters with great dedication.

It is crucial for us to have leaders and members who are active and have dreams and 
visions regarding our organization. We strive for love, trust and unity within HCMF. We are 
especially focused on reaching and integrating a younger generation, as well as various 
activities in the mission field. We are still facing significant challenges in the two areas 
mentioned”. 

May God bless the work and ministry of ICMDA!

HUNGARY

The Christian Association of Surgeons of Hungary 

XVIII. National Conference and XXIII. General Assembly

Szeged, 10 to 12 October 2014.
The conference theme 

. "Healing Service, for love"
Conference presentations, plenary venue: 

Albert Szent-Gyorgyi Learning Center Szeged Cathedral 

Square 13t
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Dr. Friedrich Ritter  writes, 

“As I and Veronika Rath were the only delegates from Austria. We enjoyed the spirit and 
the organisation. There is a picture of our presentation at the international evening as a 
family. It was sent to us from the organising team. 

Our next congress will be in Schladming “Archae for all” see homepage www.archae.at 
from 24-26 Oct. 2014

AUSTRIA

Johan Semby Chair, KLM, writes,

Thank you for ICMDA 2014 World 
Congress!

It is an amazing grace to hear the sweet 
sound of doctors, dentists and students 
from all over the world unite in songs and 
praise to our Creator and God. To hear the 
Holy Spirit inspiring us through voices from 
all the continents of the world as almost 
1000 doctors, dentist, students and friends 

representing 80 nations joined 
as one. For me, as a child 
born in the east and raised in 

SWEDEN
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the west, enjoying the rhythm of Africa and the warm temperament of South and Latin 
America, it was special to be given the opportunity to sing for everyone "How great thou 
art" and "Arirang" in both my Swedish and Korean mother tongues. I am thankful to be 
part of the International Christian Medical and Dental Association.                                             

Glory to God, to our Lord and Saviour Jesus the Christ and the Holy Spirit.

ICMDA World Congress - Rotterdam 2014

 It was a great privilege to attend the Jubilee Rotterdam 
ICMDA World Congress 2014 from 19th to 26th July. We 
had four delegates from Serbia. Dr. Marina Rastovic - 
GP; Daniel Tordaj - student; John Mrdjen Radosavljevic 
- student and Dr. Klara Kišgeci Dudas – dentist.

The Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the ICMDA 
in Netherlands was incredible and meaningful, an 
inspiration and encouragement for all of us. The 
numerically large gathering with almost 1000 delegates 
from 80 countries around the world provided a special 
excitement and festive atmosphere. We were blessed 
by the speakers, workshops, small group discussions, 
fellowship, professionals and life- and faith stories and 
experiences. 

For the Student Pre Conference event we are thankful to the Lord that He was preparing 
the way for so many of us and students to come. It deserves special gratitude to the 
organizers, volunteers, Host families, for all the work, kind guidance, and managing the 
meetings.

The keynote speaker's massages were excellent. We are grateful that we had 
opportunity to listen Dr Pablo Marinez on the topic of prayer, personality and 
temperament.

SERBIA
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It was great to see the large group of young medicos, their growing enthusiasm, creativity, 
humour, lifting their heart by faith, and trust in the Lord. I was touched by the Spirit of the 
Lord to celebrate and worship Him with pure joy. Our desire was like the Psalmist "You 
shall keep them, O Lord; you shall preserve them from this generation forever."  Psalm 
12:7(NKJV). We met some of our old friends and people who are particularly meaningful 
in our faith journey. We met many delegates and listened to life stories. It was a very 
new experience at the Family meeting to introduce our National fellowship, and specially 
arranged meetings for the strategy of future work. 

The Lord's Supper was a celebration with a magnificent choir. Songs have led us to  
re-imagine the Gospel, which is the truth about Christ who is worthy of praise and glory.

Dr. Marina Rastovic reported about the students: 
"Our delegates got important tasks after the 
registration of the Congress. Our students 
Daniel Tordaj and Jovana Mrdjen Radosavljevic 
were asked to engage in the book sale at the 
book fair, which was organized by the Congress 
and lasted through all the days of the Congress. 
At such a place, they had the opportunity to 
meet many people and were deepened in their 
experience." 

 “The morning Biblical messages given 
by Dr.Lindsay Brown were very good. We 
enjoyed his life stories, his talks about 
people, and his humour. 
The seminars were diverse and many 

world-famous Christian-medical writers, 
physicians with high professional and 
missionary experience led it. I attended the 
seminar - Flying on the enemy's territory 
(where we were warned of the danger of 
disrespecting God's rules and laws, and 
making compromises with the enemy.) The 
seminar on marriage was interesting. 

I was chosen to lead a small group at the pre-conference. It was a new challenge for me, 
because it was the first time to lead in a foreign language. However, it was a rewarding 
experience. 

From conversations with people, I've concluded that in the beginning of 
the 21st century it easier to testify about Christ in their workplace in China 
and Africa than in Western Europe where the matter of faith is considered 
too intimate. This is a new field of prayer requests to the Lord to help poor 
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countries to be less hungry, sick, more people 
to come the Lord's way and for rich countries to 
open up and to soften the heart of the people to 
be able to receive the living Word of God. 

Everyone were in the service of planting for the 
Lord!   Serve Share, and Shine and seeding for 
the Lord brought refreshment, encouragement, 
spiritual strength. Hope, all the medics who 
came will be able to serve better and glorify the 
name of the Lord.

Under the banner of serve, share, shine, I greet 

you with the words of the New Testament, 'Go 
and make disciples of all nations’!!!! 

Yours in Christ, Marina Rastovic"

Merja Rousi, CDF, writes,

Then came the time to say goodbye. And to go.  Filled with memories, thankful for the 
blessings and longing to serve, to shine and to share. 

1. Above all, we experienced a loving and warm family spirit in God.

2. We became filled with enthusiasm to serve, share and shine according to God's will 
at our jobs, amongst our family members and friends.

3. We got new ideas for developing work and activities in our fellowship.

4. We received with a great honour and gratitude a full membership in ICMDA.

Our warmest thanks to the organizing body for the amazing Congress.

FINLAND



DENMARK 
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Ellen Kappelgaard, writes,

From Denmark 10 medical 
students, 16 medical doctors 
and 4 partners attended 
the World Congress this 
summer and we enjoyed it 
so much. We praise God for 
the opportunity to be in such 
a great international Christian 
fellowship, which in a 
wonderful way was practised 
in the small groups every day 
at the conference.

It was challenging to meet Christian 
medical doctors living in poor and 
difficult countries.

The speakers, the worshipping and 
not at least the closing service with 
the wonderful choir Adonai, all - 
inclusive the food - was fantastic, 
and we returned, very blessed and 
inspired back home. 

Thank God.



OCEANIA
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CMF NZ ANNUAL REPORT

We are a small Fellowship of doctors and medical students, but hoping to grow!  Our members 
are widespread geographically, so regional meetings tend to be small and infrequent. The 
recent appointment of a part-time National Director, Dr Fraser Hodgson, is a real blessing to 
the fellowship, and will enable better communication between our members.

We do enjoy coming together for annual conferences.  In 2013, our conference was held 
in Auckland and had a ‘Home Grown/Healing in Community’ theme.  And earlier this year, 
our conference was held in Wellington, with Emeritus Professors David Richmond and 
Gareth Jones leading talks which helped us to think through a God honouring approach 
to the many ethical issues that crop up during our work and study.

There are active medical student groups on the Otago and Auckland campuses.

At the 2014 AGM, three new board members were elected, and Dr Helen Saunders is now 
chairperson of CMF NZ.

A number of Saline Process courses have been held recently.

NEW ZEALAND 

Erick Mange from Papua New Guinea writes,

I am ERICK MANGE from Papua New Guinea (PNG) and am so blessed and thankful for 
what the Lord has done in my life over the past one week at the International Christian 
Medical & Dental Association XVI  World Congress in Rotterdam - Holland and another 
week of travelling and preparation for congress.

I just want to thank and acknowledge the CMDFA and Health Serve in Australia, and CMF 
in New Zealand for their discernment and alertness in the spirit to listen to God's voice 
and assist in whichever way possible, in the right timing of God's plan.

My experience in attending this ICMDA XVI World Congress in Rotterdam is an experience 
of a lifetime. It is one of the most significant events in my timeline. I just loved everything 
about the Congress despite circumstances. I learnt a lot about the importance of serving 
God and the sufferings involved in following Christ and serving Him with perseverance 
and endurance in the medical life. The Bible readings, seminars, keynote lectures and 
group discussions were absolutely terrific and interesting. Meeting doctors 
from different races, cultures, traditions, creed and language but with the 
same FAITH and BELIEF were mostly encouraging and motivating. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
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The food, conference venue and politeness of the people there was really a good cream 
added to the event. Now having addresses of doctors from most parts of the world makes 
me feel the reality of living in a global society. 

I'm also thankful for the books that I got from the bookstore and I thank those who donated 
for some of the books I got. Rotterdam was a very peaceful and lovely city as well with 
lots of bicycles which was encouraging for me because in PNG, we do not have people 
riding bicycles.

Personally, my attendance and trip overseas has changed my perception of the world and 
also a blessing to see places that God created which is very different from mine.

I am now zealous to revive the CMDF in PNG which was dormant and non-functioning for 
some time. With my colleagues who attended the Congress, I believe we are going to do 
something with the help and strength from God to impact PNG so that there will be more 
Christian doctors in PNG for  better transformation and future of my country.

Herng-Der Chern East Asia Regional Secretary writes,

ICMDA Asia conference in Japan was planned from 5-10 August. 
Pastor Zhou was with us too. He will lead a group to attend the 
annual meeting of CCMM/TCMA in Taiwan from Oct. 4-5 followed 
by some visits to Christian hospitals, nursing homes on Oct. 6-10. 

We had a student sharing gathering where many students said 
they were greatly encouraged to attend the ICMDA World and Asia 
conferences.

The next China annual conference will be in Shenzhen, Guangdong 
Province, China probably in May, 2015. 

We will have the next TCMA/CCMM annual conference probably in March 2015. 

The next ICMDA Asia conference will be in Taiwan also in August 2015. 

For these 2 conferences, we are looking out for some theme which is more related to 
student affairs as they are the leaders in the future. Please advise me if you have any 
thought.

EAST ASIA 
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Dr. Altankhuyag , writes,

ICMDA XV World Congress gives me following challenges:

1. I feel myself as a member of a wonderful family with a great mission.

2. Could be introduced to many new people, who are serving the 
Lord on the health care field, and could hear experiences from 
other participants.

3. It was very nice to meet my old friends.

4. I was glad to introduce myself and our ministry in the ''Family 
Meeting'', and also could take big encouragement from other re-
gions to continue our ministry.

5. I could be a part of an international community in Christ.

MONGOLIA



Dr. Lineus writes about the CMDF Indonesia Student Conference. 

Our 19th National Conference for Medical & Dental Students was held in Tanahlot, Bali on 
12 – 17 August 2014. It was attended by 258 students from 18 provinces, which represent 
the whole country from the western part (Sumatra Island) to the eastern part of Indonesia 
(Papua Island). The participants are potential key persons in their medical fellowships 
and were selected by our local IFES (Perkantas) staff. We found the theme “Be Authentic, 
Strong, & A Missionary for your Nation” which is inspired by Paul’s message in his 2nd 
letter to Timothy, is very relevant to our present condition in Indonesia.

Dr. Vinod Shah, Dr. Giles Cattermole (CMF UK), Dr. Goh Wei Leong and Dr. Mathias 
Quake (CMF Singapore) joined our CMDFI alumni and Perkantas staff  delivering 
messages to the students in expositions, panel discussions, seminars, and workshops. 
We praise God for the students sent to the conference, for they were very enthusiastic till 
the last session. They showed a very encouraging response to the challenge of mission 
in different fields as shared by various speakers in this conference. We thank God for 
generously showering His blessing through CMDFI friends, speakers, and fund raising 
activities that all the expenses were finally covered, soon after the conference ended. 
We can’t stop thanking God for his wonderful works through our Bali local organizing 
committee and volunteers, though they are relatively small in number but very efficient in 
managing a smooth flow of all the meeting agenda. 

Pray for the students that 
they all will continue to 
experience God’s presence 
after the conference which 
will lead them to fulfil God’s 
calling through their medical 
profession. Pray for CMDFI 
to prepare an accurate follow-
up plan for the students and 

SOUTH EAST ASIA 

INDONESIA

CMDF Indonesia Student Conference  

Our 19th National Conference for Medical & Dental Students was held in Tanahlot, Bali on 12 – 17 August 
2014. It was attended by 258 students from 18 provinces, which represent the whole country from the 
western part (Sumatra Island) to the eastern part of Indonesia (Papua Island). The participants are 
potential key persons in their medical fellowship and were selected by our local IFES (Perkantas) staffs. 
We found the theme “Be Authentic, Strong, & Missionary for your Nation” which is inspired by Paul’s 
message in his 2nd letter to Timothy, is very relevant to our present condition in Indonesia. 

Dr. Vinod Shah, Dr. Giles Cattermole (CMF UK), Dr. Goh Wei Leong and Dr. Mathias Quake (CMF 
Singapore) joined our CMDFI alumni and Perkantas staffs  delivering messages to the students in 
expositions, panel discussions, seminars, and workshops. We praise God for the students sent to the 
conference for they were very enthusiastic till the last session. They showed a very encouraging 
response to the challenge of mission in different fields as shared by various speakers in this conference. 
We thank God for generously showering His blessing through CMDFI friends, speakers, and fund raising 
activities that all the expenses were finally covered, soon after the conference end. We can’t stop 
thanking God for his wonderful works through our Bali local organizing committee and volunteers, 
though they are relatively small in number but very efficient in managing a smooth flow of all the 
meeting agenda.  

Pray for the students that they all will continue to experience God’s presence after the conference 
which will lead them to fulfill God’s calling through their medical profession. Pray for CMDFI to prepare 
an accurate follow-up plan for the students and the campuses. Pray for CMDFI board members to be 
faithful and ready to spent more time and energy in running the fellowship and improving its capacity 
and contribution for our nation and region. 

     

   
Opening Ceremony in various IndonesianTraditional Costumes 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students during the sessions & national night 

Steering Committee and Local Organizing Committee: late night evaluation & praying session 

The Students and Speakers in Indonesian Flag formation 

Opening Ceremony in various IndonesianTraditional Costumes

The students during the sessions 
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the campuses. Pray for CMDFI Board members to be faithful and ready to spend more 
time and energy in running the fellowship and improving its capacity and contribution for 
our nation and region.

CMDF Indonesia  Graduate Conference

The CMDFI alumni conference was held on 7-10 August, 2014, attended by more than 
150 participants from around 20 cities all over Indonesia. This is the second of 3 sequential 
camps, planned by CMDFI. The theme for the whole conferences is “Quo Vadis Doctors, 
Dentists, and Nurses?”, with the subtheme for this year:  “Totality and the Best in our 
Calling”. The main issue here is to drive all Christian medical workers to live and fulfill 
God’s personal calling in their life. 

CMDF Indonesia  Graduate Conference 

The CMDFI alumni conference was held on August 7-10, 2014, attended by more than 150 
participants from around 20 cities all over Indonesia. This is the second of 3 sequential camps, 
planned by CMDFI. The theme for the whole conferences is “Quo Vadis Doctors, Dentists, and 
Nurses?”, with the subtheme for this year:  “Totality and the Best in our Calling”. The main issue 
here is to drive all Christian medical workers to live and fulfill God’s personal calling in their life.  

The exposition from the book of Joshua  was tought by Rev. Robert Solomon from Singapore. His 
medical background combined with theological study made the application was so relevant to our 
daily medical field. Aside from the exposition, we were richly blessed by various topics about Godly 
ambition, practicing God’s grace in medical profession, and also several topics related to Indonesian 
and global health issues, such as the 2015 ASEAN economic community impact, the national health 
insurance, post MDG, and eliminating corruption. The presence and talk delivered by Dr. Vinod Shah, 
as the leader of ICMDA, has encouraged the alumni. We were also blessed by several testimonies 
shared by our alumni from Java, Kalimantan, and Sulawesi about their medical ministry and mission. 
The participants were divided into 7 interest groups in the parallel seminars: doctor & dentists as 
clinician, nurse, mission hospital, urban mission, lecturer-researcher, and structural/management. 
We were also glad to hear that several networks built in this conference to enhance mission works in 
Indonesia. Appreciations from CMDFI were given to 3 senior alumni who had been so faithful in their 
calling, and this special occasion has inspired and touched the participants. 

It has been great blessings from the LORD to all participants, speakers, and committee that involved 
in this camp. We pray that these Indonesian Christian medical workers will be God’s instruments to 
bring His healing and blessings to Indonesia and other nations. To God be the glory. 

 

 

 

The speakers with the CMDFI steering & organizing committee 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students during the sessions & national night 

Steering Committee and Local Organizing Committee: late night evaluation & praying session 

The Students and Speakers in Indonesian Flag formation 

The Students and Speakers in Indonesian Flag formation

The speakers with the CMDFI steering & organizing committee
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The exposition from the book of Joshua  was taught by Rev. Robert Solomon from 
Singapore. His medical background combined with theological study made the application  
so relevant to our daily medical field. Aside from the exposition, we were richly blessed 
by various topics about Godly ambition, practicing God’s grace in the medical profession, 
and also several topics related to Indonesian and global health issues, such as the 2015 
ASEAN economic community impact, the national health insurance, post MDG, and 
eliminating corruption. 

The presence and talk delivered by Dr. Vinod Shah, as the 
leader of ICMDA, has encouraged the alumni. We were also 
blessed by several testimonies shared by our alumni from 
Java, Kalimantan, and Sulawesi about their medical ministry 
and mission. The participants were divided into 7 interest 
groups in the parallel seminars: doctor & dentists as clinicians, 
nurse, mission hospital, urban mission, lecturer-researcher, 
and structural/management. 

We were also glad to hear that several networks were built 
in this conference to enhance mission work in Indonesia. 
Appreciations from CMDFI were given to 3 senior alumni who had been so faithful in their 
calling, and this special occasion has inspired and touched the participants.

It has been a great blessings from the LORD to all participants, speakers, and committee 
who were involved in this camp. We pray that these Indonesian Christian medical workers 
will be God’s instruments to bring His healing and blessing to Indonesia and other nations. 
To God be the glory.

 

 

 

 

 

 

The speakers & participants of CMDFI graduate conference 2014 

Interest group session & Small Group Discussion 

Dr. Vinod Shah  Rev. Dr. Robert Salomon & spouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The speakers & participants of CMDFI graduate conference 2014 

Interest group session & Small Group Discussion 

Dr. Vinod Shah  Rev. Dr. Robert Salomon & spouse 

The speakers & participants of CMDFI graduate conference 2014

Dr. Vinod Shah
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 NORTH AMERICA

Kelly Rodgers writes, CMDA, Bristol

Thirty-two dental students from across the United States came together with top 
dental leaders at the third annual Emerging Leaders in Dentistry Symposium. CMDA’s 
Headquarters in Bristol, Tennessee is where students spent the weekend learning while 
renowned dental leaders such as: Dr. Peter Dawson, Dr. Ralph Zarazir, Ms. Dianne 
Watterson,  Ms. Joan Forrest, Dr. DeWitt Wilkerson, Dr. Robert Frazer and many more 
explored Christ-centered leadership. Students worshiped, acquired knowledge, heard 
about international missions, and much, much more! 
Below are some of the students’ comments:

“It’s incredible to be around some of the biggest names and leaders in Christian Dentistry.”
“I’m so blessed by this conference.”
“Good and different perspective on dentistry other than what we learn at school. (They 
focus on profit & efficiency.)”
“Loved how God-filled this conference was”.

BRISTOL

Dr. Asemota Osemwen, West Africa regional Secretary, writes,  

PRAY
- for the health system in West Africa
- Against the spread of the EBOLA virus
- Against corporate corruption
- Islamic fundamentalism and insurgency.

WEST AFRICA

SOUTH AMERICA 

Jorge Patpatian South America Regional Secretary, writes, 
 
I want to share my satisfaction and joy of participating in the XVI World Congress of ICMDA 
and see many participants from Latin America. It is the first ICMDA World Congress outside 
of Latin America who had the greatest number of people from our continent. 
We ask for your prayers that God will continue with His blessing in this part of 
the world, and every day, that our partnerships can become stronger.
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Dr. Mesfin Beyero, Regional Secretary, ICMDA Eastern Africa Region.

The Host Family
Apart from the wonderful blessings we shared at the conference, 
the love and hospitality of the host families were impressive.  

I was impressed by my host, Jacqueline and John, who made 
every part of the kitchen accessible without reservation and 
provided the keys of their house.  Sometimes, we were coming 
late as the conference extended into mid-night at times and were 
tolerating our disturbance.  They practically demonstrated what 
serving, sharing and shining mean and left a lifelong print in my 
heart.God bless you J & J.

EAST AFRICA 

John, Mesfin and Jacqueline

ICMDA Conference 19-26th July 2014 Netherlands - 
“Serve Share Shine”

The ICMDA conference in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, 
brought together about 800 delegates from 80 countries 
with the theme “Serve, Share and Shine.”

From Kenya, there were 10 delegates and we thank God 
for enabling us to attend this life changing conference that 
came at no better time than this. It was beautiful to see groups of people, who were so vast 
and diverse, connected through our Lord Jesus.  The experience of a worldwide view of what 
it means to belong to the body of Christ was amazing and having to be housed by the host 
families was such a warm idea that deepened the fellowship. 

The conference provided a platform to share experiences, testimonies and to challenging 
one another as we serve God in Healthcare sector.  Above all, the decision to SERVE God 
wholeheartedly, SHARE the gospel, and SHINE for Christ through it all was the message 
to take back home as delegates. Throughout the plenary and seminar speakers, we were 
challenged to look at our identity as Christians and Medical Professionals seeking God to 
know how these relates to each other and in what ways they can be integrated so that we 
grow to our full potential.  

As a team, this was important since it helped us redefine 
our mandate as CMDA Kenya.  We are more encouraged 
to challenge the rest of our members to hold the Kingdom 
values as they practice. 
We are indeed grateful to God and the planning team that 
ensured that this was a success. 
May the Lord continually bless ICMDA.

KENYA
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ICMDA PROJECT 

The ICMDA National Institute of Health Sciences Update

News

• The Institute completed its first term of studies in which the students studies Anatomy 
& Physiology, Socio-Psychology, Nutrition, Microbiology and First Aid.  They also did 
courses on the Foundations of Clinical Medicine, Public Health, Nursing and Midwifery.

• In the early July, “Memorandum of Agreement” between ICMDA Health Initiatives, 
South Sudan and Mengo Hospital was signed by Dr. Vinod Shah and Dr. Rose 
Mutumba, Medical Director.

• Dr. Shalini Ninan Cherian joined from July 1, 2014, as Medical Tutor and Head of 
Clinical Medicine (Clinical Officers).

• Ms. Jasper Damaris, M.Sc Nurse from Ranipet / EHA joined as Nurse Tutor and 
Academic Registrar from August 11, 2014.

• We have 3 volunteer nurse tutors from ICMDA / Christian Nurses Fellowship (CNF) 
Egypt who joined us in month of August 2014.  Dr. Lilliane Narouz is part of the 
Department of Nursing in Cairo and she has brought with her Reda Raid and George 
Raid, 2 B.Sc Nurses.  Lilliane and George will be with us till November 2014 and will 
be a great support to the teaching programme.

• Dr. Anil Cherian, Director of the Institute participated in the ICMDA World Congress 
in Rotterdam and presented a seminar along with Dr. Alex Bolek and Dr. Stephen 
Muhudhia on the ICMDA Health Initiative and the launching of the Institute.  Anglican 
International Development had a stall at the congress where they also informed people 
about the Institute.

• Students picnic: The students and staff of the Institute took a day off to enjoy a picnic 
at the Aero beach on Lake Victoria near Entebbe on July 13, 2014.  This was the first 
time many of them has seen Lake Victoria and they enjoyed jumping into the water 
and swimming.

• Student Guild Event:  Every term the students’ guild (council) organises an event for 
the students.  This term the Student Guild event was held on August 23, 2014.  It was 
a day when the students and the staff got together to play games and the students 
organised some entertainment including songs, skits and dances.

• Annual Student Retreat:  Another event on the students calendar was held at the end 
of the term was a 2-day spiritual retreat. The retreat was organised between August 
29-31, 2014, at the Church of Uganda, Lweza Training and Retreat Centre.  We had 
speakers from the Uganda CMF and the staff led the worship and bible study.  Some 
of the students shared their life stories and testified to God’s goodness in their lives.  
The retreat was a time of relaxation and reflection and it was really a 
blessing to all those attended.
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Praise
• For completion of the first term of the Institute.
• For bringing the students safely, for the establishment of the student houses, kitchen, 

and training facilities.
• For the partnership and support of the Mengo Hospital, Kampala, which is an institution 

under the Church of Uganda.
• For the new staff and volunteers who have joined the Institute and have relieved 

the teaching load on the existing staff.  The staffs have more time to prepare for the 
lessons.

• For enabling Dr. Anil Cherian to attend the ICMDA World Congress and report on 
the progress of the Institution and the congress provided a platform to inform ICMDA 
members and others about the ICMDA Health Initiatives, South Sudan and the 
launching of the  ICMDA National Institute of Health Sciences, Jonglei.

• Enabling the 51 students to join the courses who become clinical officers, registered 
nurses and midwives and also for being with them and protecting them during this 
initial phase of their studies.

• For the students’ picnic, Student Guild event and the Annual Students retreat, 
especially for the students who made a commitment and dedicated their lives.

• For being with the staff and giving the strength and grace to overcome the many 
challenges that they encountered during these initial days and for the wonderful way 
in which God has been leading and guiding us.

• For the financial support from CORDAID and also for the wonderful way in which 
Anglican International Development and its supporting churches have been helping 
us in the establishment of this institution.

Prayer Points
• All the students will be able to obtain student passes that will enable them to study 

in Uganda.  They arrived on 3-month visa which have to be converted into student 
passes. We are working with the Ministry of Immigration in Kampala to facilitate this 
process.

• The 3 international staff – Shalini, Jasper and I will have to get work permits.  We pray 
that the process will move forward smoothly and that we will be able to obtain all the 
necessary supporting documents.

• For the implementation of the curriculum during the second term from September to 
December 2014.

• For the curriculum planning and the changes that we are piloting during the coming 
term to improve the quality of learning and the student performance.

• For the health of the Staff and the students.  We specially request prayer 
for Ms. Lillian Nakimera, Nurse Tutor who was diagnosed in August to have 
a solid liver mass.  We are waiting for the biopsy and praying that it would be 
a benign lesion.
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• For the students who have been falling sick.

• For the constraints of class rooms and access to the Mengo training facilities.  We 
sometimes find it challenging to meet the needs of the curriculum and access some of 
the facilities.  We require better coordination between the Institute programme and the 
staff of the Mengo School of Nursing.

• For all the student guild events that have been scheduled for the coming term.

• For some of the students who have been struggling to cope with the pace of studies and 
understanding the subject content.  Pray that God will grant the strength to persevere 
and work hard and improve their performance.  Pray that the special tutorials being 
organised for these students will be useful.

• Pray for the International volunteers from Egypt who is with us and helping with the 
training.

• Pray especially for Lilliane, Evonne and Georg who will be with us till November.

• For the finances for the next quarter.  Pray that we will be able to work within budget 
and meet all our needs. 

• For the purchase of a vehicle for the Institute in the coming months.
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PLEASE NOTE: ICMDA has an international address - office@icmda.net. 
Please change details to this preferred address. For useful websites and 
resources, visit the ICMDA website resource bank. The opinions expressed 
herein are not necessarily those of ICMDA. Translations of NPP are 
encouraged and permissible.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever.                    Psalm : 23:6

                                                                                      

NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE -  DECEMBER 2014

ICMDA, No.4, Moovendar salai, Bagayam, Vellore - 632 002. South India
Tel: +91 416 2266686 : Website: www.icmda.net : Email: office@icmda.net

CONFERENCE CALENDAR 2014

October 02 - 05  EMF India, Conference.

October 04 - 05 Taiwan annual meeting

October 06 - 10 Christian hospital and nursing homes visits. 

October 10 – 12 Hungary annual conference in Szeged. 

October 11 - 12 Doctors conference CMA, India, Goa.

October 24 – 26 Austria conference in Schladming 

2015
October 08 -11 Portuguese Conference


