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News, Praise & Prayer

ICMDA visit to Liberia 

A meeting of Christian doctors was scheduled for the 20/12/11 at the LMDC secretariat. Prior to this 

day, a pre visit had been made to various hospitals to invite them for the meeting (ELWA Hospital, 

SADCH hospital, JFK Hospital all in Monrovia). 

In attendance where 3 doctors, 1 student rep and the 2 delegates. 

After a brief introduction of ICMDA, her aims and activities, benefits of student involvement and her role 

in medical missions, the house welcomed the idea of medical fellowship. The delegates were asked a 

few questions which centered on administrative and collaborative issues. The major challenge they had 

and which they thought would aid in the establishment of the fellowship was continuing medical 

assessment. It w
as agreed that in planning for a conference, a curriculum would be drawn alongside 

spiritual topics. Also, plans would be in place for inauguration of the Liberian chapter. The students 

would also be carried along. Promises were made to be present at the Panafrica 2012 

It was a time of conscious awakening at what could be achieved in the Liberian medicare system should 

Christian doctors rise up and take charge in a former war-torn nation. There is a need to pray for our 

brethren in Liberia as they arise to make a change. 

 



EDITORIAL

1

From the ICMDA Vellore office:

The Easter season is upon us and this is to wish 
you a very happy Easter; one that should  
remind us of our Lord’s sacrifice for us and of 
the glorious resurrection.
As you may know, the world has been  
divided into 12 regions for ICMDA purposes. 
Each of them has a regional secretary who 
takes some responsibility for developing the 
work in the region. We have been blessed 
by an exceptional team of people helping  
ICMDA; though they are holding other 
jobs they give plenty of time for developing  
leadership in their regions. We had all gotten 
together in Bristol, Tennessee for a strategic 
planning conference in mid-October 2011.  
Dr. Gene Rudd, Associate CEO of CMDA 
USA kindly facilitated the process. The result 
was that each of the regional secretaries had 
an action plan to further the vision of ICMDA.
I had given a small write up about South  
Sudan, last time in the NPP; there was a  
setback following that visit; the Health  
Minister who had invited ICMDA was  
replaced and a Pharaoh who knew not  
Joseph came in his place. Kevin and myself 
had to revisit him and managed to get an 
MOU signed by him; the MOU simply says 
that they would like ICMDA to train some 
human resource for health especially CO or 
the clinical training officers for South Sudan. 
Please do pray that we might get some funding 
so that member national associations who 
have a desire to send faculty as missionaries 
may be able to do so.
One of my desires was to have a well-designed 
process of developing capacity of our AR’s or 
Area Representatives who help with medical 

student and young graduate 
work. Hence in discussion with 
our executive, I had arranged a 
curriculum writing workshop in 

Bangalore, India.

I hope to pilot this in our AR and RR  
training program in Lebanon in September 
later this year. Ralph our SJGEO and Esther 
Frei, the Eurasian regional RR will plan all the  
logistics for this meeting. I would like you 
to visit our web site regarding this as the  
Lebanon tour which will immediately follow 
this is being marketed as historical Biblical 
tour of Lebanon, to garner funds for student 
ministry.
I had visited Cairo for the CMF Egypt  
conference in February 2012; I was trying to 
make myself familiar with the leaders in the 
Middle East and it was a delight that there 
were indeed very many leaders especially 
in Egypt. However prayer is needed to bring 
about a cohesion in the many countries that 
comprise the ME region; especially we need 
to pray for peace and freedom so that the 
Gospel of the Kingdom may be unhindered.
I have just returned from the regional  
conference of the Eurasian region in Vide  
Hilde, Copenhagen but a more detailed  
report will be written up for the next NPP. A 
feature of the conference has been that a 
new structure that has been proposed for the 
regional committee was implemented for the 
first time in Copenhagen. 
A proposal that Dr. Peter Patterson had made 
regarding a more succinct prayer guide 
has got my attention and all the national  
association leaders will hear more about 
this, as I might be asking you to send in your 
photographs and a small write up about your 
work and family.

Be in prayer as I hope to be,

Vinod Shah



Health Care Challenge in Africa - the Christian Response

Chima Onoka, Executive Secretary of CMDA Nigeria writes

Here in Nigeria, we have been preparing for the ICMDA pan African conference  
holding from 25-29th July 2012. The theme is – “Health Care Challenge in Africa and the  
Christian Response”. 

Venue is Lagos Nigeria (Please note the change in venue which used to be Abuja). We 
are asking the Lord for Provision, for the safety and all those who will be traveling from 
within and outside Africa for the meeting.

ICMDA  Board meeting will be held at the same venue from 23rd noon - 25th noon of July.

PA N  A F R I C A N  C O N F E R E N C E
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Dearly beloved,

It is with great pleasure that I warmly invite you to the International Conference of 
Christian Medical and Dental Association (ICMDA) Pan-Africa Conference, Lagos 
2012.
The theme of the conference is  Healthcare challenge in Africa- the Christian response.
It’s important to acknowledge the challenges peculiar to the African physician in other 
that we might find a way to respond to the needs around us. Until we locate what to do, 
we can never completely service humanity in the pattern Christ desires for us to follow.
There will be plenary sessions, seminars, debate, African speakers and an opportunity 
to meet with students and doctors from all over Africa thus making new relationships 
and contacts. It will also be a time of sweet fellowship and prayer for our beloved 
continent.
Your presence will be most appreciated. We trust God that this conference will make 
an impact in your professional and personal life, refreshing you for the task of caring for 
the whole man, spirit soul and body. Looking forward to seeing you.
 
Osemwen  Asemota
Regional Secretary,
ICMDA, West Africa.

Invitation



EURASIA
 ARMENIA

Jany Haddad writes

1. ACMA had 17 medical ministries, and 
3 of them were outside of Armenia: NKR 
(Nagorno-Karabagh Republic), Turkey 
and Sudan. During each mission ACMA 
doctors and nurses show the love of  
Jesus Christ to people who are neglected, 
marginalized and can’t afford to pay for 
their healthcare. We have seen more 
than 3250 patients during ACMA medical  
ministries (including the cases for the  
surgical missions – Sudan mission’s number is not included). The great achievement in 
ACMA medical ministry was the chance for ACMA members to serve not only Armenians 
but also other nations (Kurds, Arabs, and many other different nationalities…).

2. ACMA has done surgical missions twice annually and 165  
patients with gall-bladder stone disease, appendicitis, breast 
cancers, hernias, goiters,…etc, underwent  treatment and were able 
to lead a normal life.

3. ACMA had 9 seminars for doctors, nurses and dentists: We had different  
speakers from UK (Katherine, Helen Paxton), from Australia (Dr. Caroline), from Lebanon  
(Dr. Vahe) etc. ACMA with speakers visited different medical colleges, polyclinics and 
clinics in different regions of Armenia and provided lectures to the students, nurses, etc.

4. ACMA has started medical students’ movement. We had already 6 students’  
meetings and had special student department in ACMA6 annual conference. During each 
meeting different topics were discussed.

5. ACMA has organized different events and 
celebrations and one of them was celebration of 
12 May – International Day of Nurses. More than 
200 nurses from different hospitals participated.  

6. ACMA had its 6th Annual Conference, 
were more than 120 people took part. About 5-6  

doctors and nurses gave their heart to Lord Jesus Christ and became ACMA 
members. 

F R O M  T H E  R E G I O N S
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We had wonderful speakers from UK, India, and AUE. 

7. ACMA took part in 2 different International Meetings (Prayer Meeting in Dubai,  
ICMDA Caucasian leadership conference).
Pray:

 Increase the number of Christian and dedicated doctors and nurses
 Increase the number of doctors with vision to serve God through medicine
 Strengthen the relationship between Christian doctors and nurses in Armenia and  
 outside of Armenia
 To have active and qualified ACMA Palliative Care Team and hospice
 To have mobile clinic to be able to go to different regions of Armenia and to serve poor  
 patients

CMF UK Highlights
 
The National Graduates’ Conference at the 
Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick, 
Derbyshire is to be held between 27-29 
April. 

The 2012 Rendle Short Lecture will be  
given by Dr Tim Lyttle. A request is made 
to invite fellow-Christian medics to come as 
an introduction to CMF membership. 

“NHS in debt and distress”-An ‘opportunity 
for Christian leadership’;  a lecture given by 
Dr Tim Lyttle was well received.

Lennox leads the way

Dr John Lennox was warmly received 
as the main speaker at CMF’s 2012  
National Student Conference. More than 300  
students from 31 medical schools came 
to the weekend in Swanwick on 10-12  
February. 

Praise be to the God for the successful  
completion of the conference and the  
response received from a Student.

International Medical Student
Conference (IMSC) 

A total of 25 international students from 20 
different countries attended the IMSC held 
at CMF HQ in London.
Values Added
‘Concepts of Whole Person Medicine,

CMF and PRIME are piloting a new course 
together. It is a programme for junior  
doctors, which adds a Christian perspective  
to their training. The five-session pilot  
course,‘Concepts of Whole Person  

UNITED KINGDOM
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Medicine,’ will be evaluated with the aim 
of launching the course nationally. Email  
Pablo Fernandez to join a pilot course near 
you. 

CMF and social media

With over 500 followers on Twitter and 
1,500 fans on Facebook, CMF has a  
growing presence in social media  
circles. The official CMF Blog and Dr Peter  
Saunders’ personal blog can be referred 
for comment on all things Christian and  
medical.

   UK Trustees required for ICMDA 
The ICMDA UK Trust is looking for new 
trustees. The charity provides financial  
support to the global activity of the  
International Christian Medical and Dental 
Association. 
Pray: 
 27-29 April ‘Heroes of Faith’ National  
 Graduates’ Conference 2012. Hayes  
 Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derby 
 shire. Main speaker Dr Pablo Martinez. 

 Developing Health Course  
  2012. Oak Hill Theological  
  College, North London 24   
  June - 6 July Two week  

course on healthcare in resource 

poor settings. Update for those already 
workingoverseas. Preparation for those  
preparing to go. Lectures, practical skills 
workshops, tutorials. Daily Bible teaching, 
prayer and reflection. 

Our Regional Secretary 
James Tomlinson from Eurasia writes

Sydenham International: 
CMF International Medical Students 
Conference
This year’s conference from the 6 to 10 

February was significantly bigger than in 
previous years including key students from 
across Europe and Eurasia. 

Of particular encouragement was the  
attendance of those from countries in  
Western Europe including Italy, France 
and Belgium. Teaching received during the 
week explored leadership and discipleship 
as a Christian in medicine. 
Many of the new generation of leaders in 
the Eurasia region today were encouraged 
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by attending this conference when they 
were students. 

 
Eurasia Consultation

Held from the 23 to 25 March in Denmark 
the ICMDA Eurasia Consultation 2012 aims 
to connect, equip and encourage leaders of 
national movements in the Eurasia region. 

Bible readings from Dr Demosthenes 
Katsarkas (Greece), leader’s seminars and 
an open meeting of the ICMDA Eurasia  
committee are planned. Seminars will  
explore; ‘Being a voice in society’ on the  
challenges of speaking out on medical  
issues in our countries; ‘Supporting  
Students & Junior Graduates’ on working 
with students and junior graduates including  
the transition from student to junior  
graduates; and ’Leading a CMF’. 

Those leading CMFs can sometimes feel 
tired and have few others to lead alongside. 
Times such as the planned consultation are 
important to encourage and envision. To 
enable leaders from the East of the region 
to join the conference a bursary fund has 
been established to support attendance 
and travel. 

To support this fund please contact James, 
the Eurasia Regional Secretary for more 
information– eurasia@icmda-online.org. 
Join us in praying for God’s guidance and 
encouragement as we gather in Denmark.

AUSTRIA

Friedrich Ritter of Austria writes
As ARCHAE Austria we are organising a 
Seminar about Homoeopathy and christian  
faith on 24.3.2012 10-17th in Vienna  
registration via homepage www.archae.at 
furthermore we will meet as ARCHAE-4-all 
on Schütterhof in Schladming: Founding 
christian centers referent Gaby Wentland 
from Hamburg/Germany  16.-18.3.2012 
Mission Hospital Diospi Suyana/Peru St. 
Pölten and Vienna. Report from Dr. Klaus-
Dieter John (Director of the hospital)

NORWAY

Olav Fredheim Chairman of the 
Norwegian Christian Medical 
Association (NKLF) writes,  
Annual National Conference Of NKLF
Two week ago the annual national  
conference of NKLF took place. The  

conference included seminars about  
ethics and missions as well as the general  
assembly. A strong emphasis is put on 
both the Christian fellowship and on having  
an open atmosphere with room 
for honest sharing of lives.
As many as 220 participants  
attended, and last year  

6



medical students are specially invited and 
received financial support to participate. 
Keynote speaker was John Wyatt. Three 

Latvian colleagues were also particularly 
invited and received financial support.

By God’s Grace the local student groups 
which had been independent of NKLF since 
NKLF and the first student group were  
established more than 70 years ago. This  
autumn the local student groups decided to 
become part of NKLF. 

BALKANS SERBIA
Klara Kisgeci Dudas, President of CMF 
Serbia writes

News
• The Saline solution training material is  

translated, and planning to 
have a Seminar for CMF  
members soon.

• The Annual CMF - Serbia 

Conference will be held on 28th  April in 
Belgrade

Jelena Pjevalica, a just graduated Doctor 
of Medicine in Novi Sad writes about the  
International Medical Students Conference, 
that took place from the 6-12 Feb 2012 in  
UK- Swanwic, Derbyshire.

She comments that the conference was 
a great place for many to meet and  
understand Christ better as well as apply 
gospel truth in medical practice. 

She also writes “It was great experience to 
meet so many students and junior doctor 
who are committed to Christ. I hope that 
friendship that I made will be long lasting.”
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UKRAINE

Second Ukraine International Christian 
Young Medical Professionals Conference   
Ternopil, October 29th and 30th, 2012
 
It was his privilege by God’s grace, to 
take part on Second Ukraine International  
Christian Young Medical Professionals 

Conference in Ternopil, October 29th and 
30th, 2011. This event was organized in 
Ternopil State Medical University-Ternopil, 
Ukraine. There were 400 students and 28 

countries, from Ukraine, Africa, Europe, 
America, Asia and other continents. 

The conference theme “Purpose  
Driven Medicine” are given by hope to  
assist young medicals to reflect why they 
chose to study in the field of Health, and 
challenge them how to become the best  
professionals, caring for the whole person 

Praise:

- Healthcare Sunday was accepted by faith 
congregations excellent, not only in Serbia, 
but in neighbor countries. We praise the 
Lord for it. 

Pray:

We pray in front of our Lord to rise up His  
 leaders in health fields.
For good strategy of Regional CMF  
    Conference-Balkan nextyear
For new generation of  
 Christian medical leaders 
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SOUTH AMERICA
Haniel Eller, ASR of South America 
writes

The IV South America Meeting of Health 
Workers - ICMDA South America, is to be 
held from 12-15th of September together 
with the IV National Evangelical Congress 
of Health workers - MEDICOS DECRIS 
TO - Doctors for Christ (ICMDA Brazil) 
The congress will be held at MANAUS, the  
capital of AMAZON. 

Pray:

Pray for this initiative and the incipient 
movement in Brazil and South America. 
This is a large region with huge potential 
that needs to be explored. 

METNA
                           EGYPT

Dr. KG writes

In spite of what is going on in Egypt these 
days and the fact that many people sent 
in apologies to attend our conference  
because of fear, we had a blessed time in 
Our winter conference that took place from 
16 – 19 February. 

Close to 100 doctors, pharmacists and 
laboratory technicians attended the  
conference.

The Theme of the conference was “ My 
life” hayati, from James 4:14. There were  
different lectures and worship times, all  
focused on how to invest your life in the 
best way.

We were blessed by the presence of  
Dr. Vinod Shah, CEO of ICMDA, who gave 
us 2 blessed lectures.

Also Dr. NJ from the USA who facilitated 
an open discussion, which was quite useful 
and challenging for all the participants.
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Dr.M S comments on The Good 
Samaritan Nursing Home run by 
CMF Egypt:

The Christian Medical Fellowship Egypt  
exist for 30 years and has several  
ministries such as the Mobile Clinic, Home 
Health Care , Good Samaritan Nursing 
Home, spiritual meetings for workers in the  
medical field, conferences for young  
graduates ,family conferences,  praise and 
worship celebrations and a weekly prayer 
meeting.

The Good Samaritan Nursing Home  
exists since 12 years and has a capacity of  
25 beds, which have been occupied  
continuously. 

Before staring the home, CMF 
was serving elderly in their home  
situation by sending care providers to the 
elderly in need (Home Health Care Project) 
Through this project we learned that many 
elderly are in need of 24 hour care and also 
we found some elderly left alone in their 
homes while they were in need of care. 

The Good Samaritan Nursing Home  
accepts those cases that are difficult;  
it receives those elderly that are completely 
dependent on the care providers.

Pray:

Please pray for us, that we will be able to 
continue our ministry and especially

 Pray for the celebration we will have  
 with new graduates from different medical  
 faculties, on the 30th of March

 The medical families’ Conference: will  
 be at the “Fair Haven” Conference  
 Centre, Alexandria, 
   on July 24 – 29.

 The Students & young medicals’  
 Conference: will be at Beit-El-Salam,  
 Agamy, Alexandria, on September 7 - 10.

WEST AFRICA
Osemwen Asemota our Reg Sec from-
West Africa Contributes

TOGO

The delegates, of ICMDA, Dr Nnaji  
Blessing and Sis Akhamie Priscilla  
{student rep} met at the meeting house by 
3pm 27/11/11. The meeting commenced  
with 5 doctors and 7 students from Togo 
and the 2 delegates.

A brief introduction of ICMDA, its aims,  
activities and purpose was discussed. 
The body is trying to begin an association  
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of Medical Doctors and Students who 
are Christians. They are yet to be  
registered with the government. Following 
the discussion, questions were asked 
which centered on the challenges they are 
having in setting up the organization.

Praise:

• The students have now been incorporated  
   into the association

Prayer:

• More grace to take the association to its  
 next level recommendation

• The fellowship embraces the ICMDA  
 vision and we pray to see more of them.

BENIN REPUBLIC

The delegates, Drs Nnaji Blessing and 
Ola Ibukun met with the staff of Bethesda  
Hospitala Christian NGO in Cotonou,  
Benin on 04/11/11. There were a total of 
9 participants, 7 members of staff and 2  
 delegates.

Discussion included

 A brief introduction about ICMDA  
 pamphlet in the French  

language was passed around.

 The possibility of holding a  
    medical missions programme

 The Pan Africa 2012 conference 

 Structural and administrative aspects of  
  the ICMDA

Praise:
ICMDA was well received Challenges  
Communication, language 

 Being a Private NGO, the possibility of  
 reaching students was low.

 Being a resource poor country, fears  
 regarding finances exist.

SIERRA LEONE

The delegates arrived from Freetown on 
22/12/11. They met with                       Dr Kojo 
Carew, Spokesperson for the Sierra Leone 
Christian Doctors, on 23/12/11. Discussion 
with him included

 Brief introduction of ICMDA

 The need to establish and continue  
 fellowship

 Incorporation of the students

 Registration with the Nations corporate  
 affairs

 Communication with other sister  
 countries.
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LIBERIA
                               
A meeting of Christian doctors was  
scheduled for the 20/12/11 at the LMDC 
secretariat. Prior to this day, a pre visit 

had been made to various hospitals to  
invite them for the meeting (ELWA  
Hospital, SADCH hospital, JFK Hospital all 
in Monrovia).

NORTH AMERICA
MEXICO

Dr. Martha Valencia of the Christian  
Medical Society Mexicana AC writes,

I must remark that in Mexico, we  
Christians physician groups in different 
parts of the Republic as well as in the  
Federal District, which we call “Chapters” 
and we are pleased to inform you that 
in the Federal District (Mexico City) the  

Saturday March 10 we will celebrate the 
17th anniversary of reorganization in  
Chapter Federal District, as such we 
will hold our Worship thanksgiving and  
Consecration of the new board.

SOUTH EAST ASIA
SINGAPORE

CMDF Annual Celebration Dinner
   
The CMDF held its annual dinner on 12  
November 2011. By dusk, some 270 
doctors, dentists, pharmacists, medical 

and dental students had arrived at the 
NUS Guild House in high spirits, bearing  
expectant hearts.

The dinner’s theme was “Moving Stories:
A Celebration”.

The aim, the planning  
committee felt, was 
to seek to faithfully  
remind all who  
gathered that God is with us even when 
we are caught up in circumstances that  
challenge or frighten us, or changes that 
disturb our equanimity.

The speaker of the evening was Dr. Steve 
Griffiths. Using stories from his own  
childhood in Harare, Zimbabwe, Dr. Griffiths, 
who is now International Director for  
Personnel at OMF International’s  
headquarters, showed how  
the moving stories of 
our lives are a journey  

ICMDA visit to Liberia 

A meeting of Christian doctors was scheduled for the 20/12/11 at the LMDC secretariat. Prior to this 
day, a pre visit had been made to various hospitals to invite them for the meeting (ELWA Hospital, 
SADCH hospital, JFK Hospital all in Monrovia). 

In attendance where 3 doctors, 1 student rep and the 2 delegates. 

After a brief introduction of ICMDA, her aims and activities, benefits of student involvement and her role 
in medical missions, the house welcomed the idea of medical fellowship. The delegates were asked a 
few questions which centered on administrative and collaborative issues. The major challenge they had 
and which they thought would aid in the establishment of the fellowship was continuing medical 
assessment. It was agreed that in planning for a conference, a curriculum would be drawn alongside 
spiritual topics. Also, plans would be in place for inauguration of the Liberian chapter. The students 
would also be carried along. Promises were made to be present at the Panafrica 2012 

It was a time of conscious awakening at what could be achieved in the Liberian medicare system should 
Christian doctors rise up and take charge in a former war-torn nation. There is a need to pray for our 
brethren in Liberia as they arise to make a change. 
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filled with motion, transition, and  
relocation. Dr SimSze Shan a dental  
surgeon who worked in China as a  
missionary for 5 years before returning 
to Singapore this year, shared about her  
work there.

CMDF Annual Re-Dedication Service 
2012,   Dr Eileen Aw

On Thursday 12 January 2012, 40 to 
50 doctors, dentists, medical and dental  
students, met at the St Andrew’s Cathedral  

to re-dedicate themselves for their Lord’s 
service in 2012.
Dr Goh Wei Leong exhorted us to prayer 
and contemplation. Speaking on Psalm 
1 and Psalm 82:2-4, on the topic “Open 
to the World, Responding to the Cry”; he  
emphasized on the need for contemplation 
and communion with the Lord in  prayer  
for all the activities in “Responding to  

the Cry”. He cited the setting up of the 
Interservice Clinic as an example.    

Pray:

 Prayer gave a Vision for   
     Action.                                   

 Prayer strengthened the Will for costly  
 engagement.  
 Prayer provided Sustenance to continue  
 when so little seemed to change.

EAST ASIA
TAIWAN 

Our Regional Secretary for East Asia 
Dr. Herng-Der Chern writes

News:

1. TCMA in Taiwan had the 46th annual  
 retreat in Tainan on Feb. 25-26. The  
 theme was “Medicine and Mission”.  
 Minister of Health, Dr. Wen-Ta Chiu  
 (a TCMA member), had sent his deputy  
 Minister to present the keynote speech  
 on his behalf. The retreat featured 12  
 speakers and 110 attendee.

2. They will host the 41th regional  
 ICMDA East Asia annual meeting in at  
 Xitou, Taiwan on Aug. 9-12. The theme 
  will be “Promoting Networking and  
 Collaboration in Medical Missionary”.  
 We expect ICMDA members from  
 
 
 
 

Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and  
 possibly Thailand, Mongolia, China,  
 Singapore will join this meeting. ICMDA  
 CEO Dr .Vinod Shah has planned to  
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 attend this meeting.

3. They will have the 46th annual retreat  in  
 Tainan on Feb. 25-26. The theme will be  
 “Medicine and Mission”. Minister of  
 Health, Dr. Wen-Ta Chiu (a TCMA  
 member), will give the keynote speech.  
 The retreat will have 12 speakers and  
 about 100 attendee

4. They association will host the 41th  
 regional ICMDA East Asia annual  
 meeting in at Xitou, Taiwan on Aug. 9-12.  
 The theme will be “Promoting Networking  

 and Collaboration in Medical Missionary”.  
 We expect ICMDA members from  
 Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and  
 possibly Thailand and Mongolia, China,  
 Singapore will join this meeting. ICMDA  
 CEO Dr .Vinod Shah has planned to  
 attend this meeting.
Praise:

	The 2011 Sept. HCFI Manila meeting  
 “Jesus Christ , Lord of Healthcare” has  
 integrated the shared vision and  
 activities  of many different international  
 medical missionary organizations,  
 including ICMDA. We have  
 strengthened the networking with  
 many Christian medical workers  

 especially from Hong Kong, China,  
 Mongolia and ICMDA leaders.

	TCMA will have special offering  
 dedicated to the regional ICMDA East  
 Asia activity in the annual retreat.

	TCMA coordinated the dialogue for  
 reconciliation among Catholic,  
 Presbyterian, True Jesus church in the  
 controversial view points toward the  
 traditional festival in the aboriginal  
 tribe Tsou on Feb . 18.

Pray:

• Members of JCMA, Japan have been  
 working with many NGO/NPO  among  
 people in Tohoku suffering from  
 earthquake, tsunami and nuclear  
 power plant pollution since  Mar. 11,  
 2011. They thank the prayer and  
 donation from the ICMDA big family  
 especially from TCMA and KCMA. 
 
• With the full support from KCMA, TCMA  
 and CMA HK, JCMA will consider if  
 Japan may apply for hosting  the ICMDA  
 2018 World  Congress to  
 witness  the Grace from God  
 for Japan’s recovery from  
 the Tohoku catastrophe.
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SOUTH ASIA
                                    
BANGLADESH

Dr. Sam  David  our 
Regional  Secretary  writes 

The 56th CMAB conference was held from 
23rd to 25th February 2012 on the LAMB 
hospital campus, Parbati pur, Dinajpur. On 
the 23rd the delegates started arriving into 
the campus and the organisers had taken 
pains to put up a temporary conference  
enclosure in the open space. 

The inaugural session was in the presence 
of the District Medical Officer and all the  
executives of CMAB. Following the flag 
hoisting, people gathered to listen to the 
dignitaries.  The present president, Dr. Ratu 
G.Saha remembered the service rendered 

by late Dr. Choudhary for the association.  
The key note address, ‘Revive us…’ was 
delivered by a pastor. 
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There were few technical sessions  
during the conference addressing areas like   
Mental Health, Infection Control and  
Diarrhoea. It was interesting to learn that 
Bangladesh has done well in handling  
diarrhoeal diseases over the last two  
decades. 

The session by Dr. Robert Bowers on  
Compassion was very moving as he 
brought most examples from his own 
life in relation to long years of mission  
service in Africa and now in Bangladesh. 
Over all there were about 10 to 11 medical  
doctors and the rest were mostly nurses &  
paramedical workers. Many of the LAMB 
staff took active part in the conference. 
There were good representations from  
other Christian Hospitals too.  

There was a feeling of celebration and  
renewal of relationships and fellowship.  
Mr.Stephen Victor of CMAI and Dr. Rajan 
Rajasingham of HCF International were 
also present at this conference. The CMAB 
officials under the able leadership of both 
Dr. Ratu G.Saha and Dr. Edward Pallab 
Rozario worked hard to convene this  
conference. 

Apart from the conference, I could learn 
about the work of LAMB Hospital, which 
has many unique features that could be 
modified and adapted by those involved 

in health care initiatives in developing  
nations. I met doctors from many parts 
of the world and was encouraged by 
their contribution to the healthcare within  
Bangladesh.   
 
As ICMDA’s Regional Secretary for South 
Asia, I am planning to meet with Christian 
doctors/dentists as follow up sometime 
soon. Please do pray for CMAB as they 
continue to strive to be a witness in the 
changing healthcare scenario.

INDIA

Dr. Manoj Jacob our General 
Secretary of Evangelical Medical 
Fellowship contributes,

The organization has a vision to see  
disciplined doctors and dentists facilitating 
transformation in society through Biblical 
values by their service and witness.

One important aspect to see this happen is 
to establish medical students in the truths 
of the Word of God. We also realize it is 
important for students to relate the Word 
of God into their daily life and decisions. 
There is a dearth of quality materials that 
the students can use for their growth and 
maturity. 
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EMFI in partnership with ICMDA  brought 
together a team of 12 doctors and  
theologians for a workshop at SAIACS,  
Bangalore to develop materials for  
discipleship and leadership building 
among medical students. Further work is in  
progress and it is hoped that we will have 
the materials ready by June to be used in 
the various medical student fellowships in 
India. 

Mission trips (X’PLORE) play a key role in 
exposing medical students to the needs in 
various parts of India especially the North 
which is grossly under-served with regards 
to health care. A group of 11 final year  
medical students from Tamilnadu with a 
senior doctor visited Chattisgarh for a week. 
They had the opportunity to visit a regular  

mission station, 2 mission hospitals and 
community health initiatives. Coming 
from South India which is teeming with  
medical practitioners and hospitals, it was an  
eye-opener for them to see the acute need 
for quality medical care in these areas. One 
student commented.

“It was amazing how as a group we  
became so intimate with each other in such 
a short time. As I reflect on all that I saw 
and listened I realise that obeying the Great 
commission is not an option”. 

There was a time of reflection each evening  
to share their experiences and pray  
together. We desire and pray that some of 
them will sense God’s call to serve in these 
parts of India after their studies.

The Institute of Medical Missions (IMM) 
under EMFI runs a 1 week foundational 
course in medical missions for final year 
students and young graduates. At the  
recent Course, 14 young doctors from 3 
states attended this program held at CF 
Hospital, Oddanchtram, Tamiladu from 
March 18th to 25th.

In addition to foundational teaching like 
Overview of the Bible, Life of Christ, Biblical 
basis of Missions and Spiritual disciplines, 
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they also engaged with issues of Health 
and Development in India, World view, Per-
spectives of Medical missions, Vocation 
and calling and Medical ethics. 

A field trip was part of the program where 
they were required to assess the health and 
other needs in a remote village and make a 
brief presentation in groups. Half a day was 
set apart for praying for the various health 
care related needs in India. The feedback 
was positive and most of them felt it was a 
transforming learning experience for them.   

Dr. Vikram Tirkey our Area 
Representative writes,

Any form of training has often been viewed 
as pain. Medical training is even more 
burdensome. Training Without Tears! Is 
a tripartite venture of EMFI, CMC Vellore 
& CMAI. All clinical students especially 
those in 3rd or 4th years are eligible for this 
one-year course, which covers about 16  
modules (topics). 

The first contact classes were held at  
Mercy Hospital, Jamshedpur (East India) on 
10th of March, 2012. 14 trainees out of 21  

registered were present. Dr. Jachin Velavan  
the director for Distance Education, CMC  
Vellore was the faculty who taught  
Anaemia to them. 

This course aims to impart high quality,  
interactive knowledge that focuses on 
learner-oriented teaching. And also 
one that gives importance to Christian- 
professional ethics in the present corrupt 
and highly commercialized health care set 
up. Above all it is a fantastic evangelistic 
tool, which can be adapted all across the 
world. The trainees will discover God at 
work in their profession and discover their 
purpose and meaning in life.
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ICMDA HIV INITIATIVE DESK

Writes Dr Michael Burke, 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

The Steering committee of the 2011 Dignity and Right To Health Award of the ICMDA HIV 
Initiative   recommends for 2011 that the winner is Dr Olive Frost.

Dr Olive Frost, a retired obstetrician and gynecologist from north Wales, has over many 
years walked humbly in serving her God. 

The reach, the unique focus and inter  
organizational role of Olive across  
awhole geographic region in Central Asia, 
in the countries of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Kazakhstan and Ukraine is quite unique, 
quiet and un-noticed,but profound in its 
impact on women, the church and the 
whole awareness andresponse to HIV in 
a region that is slowly emerging as new 
frontline inthe AIDS pandemic.

ICMDA wants to thank the members of 
our steering committee - Dr Allan Ronald

(Canada), Dr Jean Kagia (Kenya), Mr Steve Fouch (UK), Dr Mathew Santhosh
Thomas and myself, Dr Michael Burke (Australia).

Dr. Olive Frost has receive a letter of congratulations, a  
certificate, a lapel and an award of USD 1000.
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PROJECT

South SUDAN PROJECT
Dr. KV and myself had visited Juba, the capital of South Sudan to finalize details  
regarding ICMDA involvement in South Sudan.

Dr. Michael Milli Hussain 
Honourable Present Health Minister of Sudan,  

standing prominently in the centre

We met the Health Minister Dr. Michael Milli Hussain and the Human Resource director 
Dr. Margeret. They have spread an MOU with ICMDA asking us to develop a training 
centre for 50 Clinical officers in southern sudan; they would like the training facility to be 
located neareBOR, a small town on the bank of river Nile. Since the government had no 
funds, they have requested ICMDA to help raise them. Please do pray for the suitable 
funding opportunities.

Dr. Vinod Shah
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CONFERENCES CALENDER

2012

21 - 24 June Middle East summit

4 - 8 July South African Conference at  Troutbeck Resort,   
 Nyanga, Zimbabwe

1st week of July ICMDA Caucasus conference in Georgia

25 - 28 July Pan African Congress 2012 

 International Conf. Center, Abuja, Nigeria

9 - 12 August ICMDA East Asia conference in Xitou, Taiwan

12 - 15 September South American conference in Manaus, Brazil.

13 - 16 September ICMDA Oceania conference in Auckland, New Zealand

 REGIONAL CONFERENCES

2014
July 2014   Rotterdam, Netherlands

WORLD CONGRESS

We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 

We continually remember before our God and Father your work 
produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance 
inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

- Thessalonians 1 : 2,3


